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' PROVIDENCE CHAPEL; 
Aud er RICHMOND! in SURRY, with their 
1255 DEACONS; 


To whom this Sen Mon f is PETS! and at whoſe 
requeſt it is now publiſhed ; and alſo to all the 
Lovers of Chtiſt, who attend the Tueſday. Night 
W at Bartholomew Cloſe. 


Dear Brethren in the Hold f Faith, and Fellow: 
Subjects in the Kingdom and Patience of Chriſt, 


OME of you very earneſtly ſolicited me to publim 


| this diſcourſe, after the delivery of it ; which 
ſolicitation I could not then comply with, as I had 
ſo many things on my hands, and ſo little time to 


attend to them; but having now publiſhed to the 
A2 world 
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world the oxcateſt part of the — of God 
with me, I am witting to comply with your for- 


EG TOE EET Te Tr vgE Sow Bain 
ble acknowledgment of the manifold favours which 
you have ſhewed me in rhe erection of the chapel, 
from your aſfiduous care in- managing the outward 
matters thereof for me, wirKdut butdening-rhe i in the 
ſtudy, and from your liberality in ſupporting the 
cauſe - God with honour. | 
7 L had dedicated my firſt ſermon to you; 
but 25 ter informing” the that he Gould print 
the ee after the ſermon had gone through 
iche ümpteſfton, which I fotdd lat laſtihe could: not 
do without many ificdriveniendts'; and as the ſermon 
ſwelled i in my hands bigger than I intended, I was 
the ſooner inclined to leave it our. | 
1 know the 1 title bf this Aſeolitfe win enn of- 
"fence, as moſt p peop le imagine all religion to be ſome- 
thing gloomy and melancholy, aud that as ſoon 
as perſons become ſerious in the ways of God, 
they immediately becbme miſtrable, and therefore 
are fit for nothing but an bernitage or a mad-hovſe. 
However, if there be no happineſs in the favour of 
God, I am fure there 18 Hoge In His wtsth; "becabſs 
A guilty conſcience, whi R wrath, 
Ae purſues the linger. * . 
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 Howgyar,, Chiiſtiaps are not without their variqus 
diverſians but then. they are all of a ſpirigual 
nature—fit for ſpiritual gameſters; and hence it is, 

chat entangling the minds and affections of ſinners, 
and alluring them to Chriſt wich goſpel promiſes, is 
called f tp ck i. 17. Struggling with God 
under the Spirit's influence For bleffings, is called 
wreſtling, Genefis xxxii. 24. Keeping up a cloſe - 
union with God in gofpel. diligence, is called run- 
ning the race that is ſet beſore us, Heb. xii. 1,—And 
graſping the higheſt attainments in grace, is called 
attaining the mark that ſecures the prize of our high 
calling, Phil. iii. 14.—In ſhort, he is allowed to be 
a good gameſter, and to play the beſt of games, that 
wins Chriſt, though he loſe every thing elſe. But 
' . what things were gain to me, thoſe J accounted bs for 
Chrift : Yea, doubtleſs, and I count all things but loſs for 
the excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt Feſus my Lord, for 
whom I have ſuffered the loſs of all things, and do count 
them but dung that I may wix Chrift, Phil. iii. 7, 8.— 
The Lord keep you all in the fimplicity of the goſpel, 
and then you will play with ſafety, though it be at 
the hole of the aſp. The breaſt of conſolation in the 

mouth of crying and praying Faith affords ſuch. 
nouriſhment to Babes in Grace—and cauſes them 
to cleave ſo cloſe to the Father of all mercies, 
and God of all comfort, that there is little room 
to ſuſpect the danger of heing envenomed at the hole 
| A 3 8 
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pEDICATION. 
of the aſp. That you r may play a warrantable game, 
and come off with the garland, is the defire and 


Prayer of 1 : - Rip 1er 
Him that loves you in the bowels of Chriſt, 4 
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An And -i 18 willing to ſerve you for his fake, 
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nd the Gil pul play on "the Hole . 
 Ifaiab, chap. xi. Ver. 5. 


'Ti is N by the choiceſt Marine that of all the 
prophets, Iſaiah is the moſt evangelical, as his 
ſermons ſavour moſt of the dear Redeemer. And 
indeed Iſaiah's views of his birth, his temptations, his 

travels, his miniſtry, his death, his aſcenſion, his 
receiving and giving the Spirit, his ſeeing the travel 
of his ſoul in the converſion of the Gentiles; the 
univerſal ſpreading of the goſpel, his predictions of 
theſe our iſles waiting for his law ; the real experi- 
ence of Chriſtians, the glorious exaltation of 
Chriſt, his univerſal government, and eternal reign, 
are ſo exactly pointed out, that if he had ſat in the 
eternal council of the Trinity, he could not have 
preached the doctrines of eternal election, and abſolute 
predeftination more clearly than he does. — The 
Deity of Chriſt, his glorious offices, as King, Prieſt,” 
« 7” Oo and 


I 


5 3 Prieſt, and his doctrines as Prophet, are fob. 
Timely and ee handled, _ it as if he had 
ſpent day: a gura 

ohen e traces che Nate lack e 2 

the ancient ſettlements of the Trinity, down to the end 

of time, and to all etefnity. Indeed he was one that 
lived, moved; and- had his being in- the glorious 
vifons of God. He treats ſo ſweetly of the ſoul- 
travel of awakened and quickened finners—of the 

Lord's tender c care over ES "diy cordiat recep - 

tion into covenaht favour—their juffifieition by faith 

in the, rightequſneſs. of Chriſt ;, the ſaints holding. on. 


1% 1% SLIDER 


the r way without fainting, — the certainty of their 
72 2 «lf ebe God be, Piel id hig 
5 called by chis prophet, kin which s eye 
hath'1 not feeh, ear heard, or heart of man beet, 
and which are Cai th be ld un for all that wait. Upon 
1 wait © tot God. | 3 
his prophet appears to pos one t the nee 
- David; and I lie ce ne preached fifty or three- 
ſcore years ; ; and at laſt was 0 aſunder, Heb xi. 
37. and, as ſome of the Jews allow, under the r reign of 
Niadefteth, who \they ſay \ was his . &; . 
| The propher i in the beginning of this chapter fore- 
tells of the coming of Jeſus Chriſt, as the ompipptent 
| and eternal Ruler, whom he terms, a rod grotiing out 
| of David, called the $M of Jeſſe; and a blefſed ſprig 
righteouſneſs coming forth 6ut of tis rools, ut a 


ſender * out of a dry grbund. 


. 


He 


2 


e Mike Sue for Buber im Gre: 9 

Ee mieabs dhe cbtterptiom öf Cbritt, that backer the 
dlribe agency of the Holy Gloft chere tilt come” 
forth a holy and bleſetf ſerd, char While” teufel i. 
Weng wee from eben for Faridfatibri, tra mri 
| N Art aid renden | 

{Br ant foal grow ont of his Pulte, ver 141 —Th&p to- | 
phet here prophtfics of the  gl6rivus filneſs of the 450 
that owl 7c upon him. Chriſt, as 2 King, was to 
wo Fomibrion front ſta 10 ſea, and from the rAley Unto the 

es off the karth; and to qualify him for the goverh- 
ment of his kiugadoim, and to fubde his rapes N 
Sp of to an, Tal! reft bo bin. 

A a prophet of his church and people, be mall 
reveal the niyſitries of heaven, and make plain the 
Fath of He; and he 1 is 882 for cas with the ſpirit 
Ci under flandinig. 

© And'for the Miſes of an advocate FR me peopte, 
he is furbithed with the pi it of council. 

As the folindation of his church, the Tpirie of ww 
Walt felt upon him. 8 
As he is Rial to be the judge of quick and 
dead, the ſpirit © of knotoledge ſhall reſt upon him; and 
as 4 ferbatt it! a coVenant character, the ſpirit of the 
fear of the Lord ſhall be upon him. I an 
4 Hale. (ſays God), where is my ſear The anſwer 

8, Chri k, as a ſervant, mall fear him all his days; 
E. ſpirit of the fear of the Lord ſhall reſt upon him, 
ver. 2. Thus the humaniry of Chriſt was anointed with 
all the kde of che _— * was poured 


into 
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inte his lips indeed, and he was full of grace and truth 
Ti own praper deity) inhabited that body, and a 
ſeyenſold. unc ion ahode upon i. 

„He next treats gf bis omniſcience,—ZHe ſhall. — 
e after the fight of his eyes, nei ther reprove aſter the 
bearing -T bis ears. Ver. 3. But as the ſearcher « of 
all hearts, he ſhall, judge. and reproye according, to 
their thoughts, as was verlly fulfilled in his miniſtry, 
when there came a company to bim ſaying, Maſer,, 
doe know that thou art true, and teacheft the way of. God. 

in truth, neither careft thou for any man: for thu regardet 
not the perſons of men. Tall us therefore, What thinkeſt 
thou? Is it lawful: 19 give tribute 70 Geſar,. or not ? 
Matt. xxii- 16, 17. There. was not a word amiſs i in. 
all this they told the Saviour that they knew he 


2 04s true, and that he taught the ways of God truly; 


that he was not afraid of the faces of men; and they 
aſked him if it was lawful to pay tribute to the Roman 
Emperor, who was no better than a uſurper over 
them. Where was the harm in all this? I anſwer, 
there was none but the omniſcient Saviour knew 
their drift was to drag ſomething out of his mouth 
wat wauld amount: to treaſon; and if they could 
have caught that, then chey would, have been the 
ſirſt who . have accuſed him to Herod of trea- 
chery „have delivered bim up to bis authority, 
—and ſo expoſed, him ro all the ſeverity of the ſe-. 
cular; owe er. Jeſas knocing, their thoughts, ſaid, 


"WF Pats, Ve. og ye. e ppc Here the dear Re- 
. deemer 


4 0 N 
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deemer did-not- judge after the hearing of his ears; : 
if he had, in all probability he would, have judged 
charitably,' for there was nothing amiſs. in their 
words. But to confute them by their own ads and. 
deeds,” he ſaid,» Sher me the ſribuie mieney ; and when 
they brought it, he ſaid. | ¶ lioſe is ibis image and ſuper-. 
Jaription ? They ſay unto him, Geſar's— —b it Celar 82— 
in the widdernela levy many tributes on you, to ſhew 
your obedience and loyalty was due to him only? 
But whoſe image and ſuperſcription is this ? They ſay 
unto him, Ceſar's. How come you under the ſceptre 
of an heathen monarch ? Is this his image? Why 
then if his image and ſuperſcription go current 
among you, you allow of his government; and it is 
a proof that you have caſt off the ſceptre of God: 
Nender therefore to Ceſar the things that are Ceſar's, and 
unto Gad the things that are God's. 
Tbus it appears, that Jeſus did not judge after the 
ſight of his eyes, nor reprove after the hearing of his 
ears, but as the omniſcient Jehovah he , judged ac- 
cording to the baſe hy pocriſy of their hearts. 
Bui uit righteouſneſs ſtall be judge the poor. Ver. 4.— 
By the por, underſtand the poor in ſpirit ; ſuch as are 
ſtripped of their own, ſuppoſed merit—brought in 
debtors by the law of God and confcience—chaſed 
from all conſidence in the fleſh—brought to hunger 
and thirfl, after righteouſneſs—and humbled, to beg 
the bread of heaven at mercy's d.. 
Fed An 


12 Au Dmocent Game far Babes in Gxuce. 
nd he ſhall ſmite ib curtb with the rod & his . 
Vet. 4. By the rod of his mouth underſtand the 
power of his preached word. The Lord ſays, I hae 
inen Ephraim, and he is gone on frowandly'in the way 
of his heart—for the miguily of his caveloufaefs was 1 
| __ and ſmote him. I hid me, and was aut. Ita. lei. 
That is, God ſmote him with the words of his 
4 med, and hewed him by the prophets. Hof. vi. 5. 
And after God had thus wounded him, he brought 
him back, and bound up his broken heart: I have 
ſeen his ways, and will heal fim; I wilt lead him ala, and 
. reſtore comforts unto bim and to his meur ner. Thus he 
ſmites ſome, and then heals them again, 24 it is 
written, Deſpiſe not thou the abuſtemug of the Almighty, 
for he'maketh ſore and he bindeth ee ee 
| bands male whole.” Job V. 17, 8. 
By the breath of his lips underſtand the Winds rhhe ut | 
_ tends the word of the Lord; and that ſays the alu 
nan Jing and on the other hand, rhar makes the 
word of God a ſatour of death unto aan ab 
maintain an impious rebellion againſt the light. 

And righteonſuefs Mall be the girdle of bis loins. Werz. 
This repreſents the Saviour as a % God; that he will 
appear fri&tly juſt both as a Saviour and as 2 Judge: 
as a Saviour he will pay every demand to juſbce, by 
Paying down a perfect obedience as a living ſacrifice, 
and then ſubmitting himſelf to death, as the juſt fe 
_ - tence of God, denounced againſt man for fin. Deal 
is the ſentence of ä is the ſubject of this 


ſentence, 
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fentende, and ſin is the cauſe by fo came death. 
The Saviour ſubmitted himſelf to death- ſpitĩtual by 
raking our fins, and by being made acurſe;—todeath- 
eternal, by the departure of God from him 
'baft thou fbr aten ne: To death temporal, when his 
ſoul was ſeparated from his body He made his ſoul 
an offering for n. Having thus ſatisſied juſtice, he is 
ſtrictly juſt when he juſtifies his own elect; and as 
the Judge of quick and dead, he will be ſtrictly juſt 
in executing the ſentence which the law GILES 
be wicked. 
By ęirale underſtand his cloſe adherence to the ad- 
miniſtration of mercy to the —_ nes of Juſtice: to 
he reprobate. * +: 
Ad faithfulneſs the girdle of bis reins, ver. 5. Ir 
19hs, or-kianies, we may underſtand; the deep counci | 
and ſecret purppſes of the Saviour; — that his immut- 
able mind and will, and the ſecret thoughts of his heart 
toward his own people, are braced or girded about 
with all the faithfulneſs and veracity of Deity. 
 'The wolf alſo ſhall dwell with the lamb. By wolf un- 
detitand;perſeentors that devour the ſheep of Chriſt; 
'fach as Paul was, who appeared to fulfil his father's 
character Benjamin ſhall raten as a wolf, Gen. xlix. 
27. Paul vas one of th tribe, and did deſtroy ſome 
of the Lord's ſneep; and would have deſtroyed more, 
if ſoveteign grace had not arreſted him on the road; 
0 afterwards he lay down at the feet of the Lamb of 
God, 


6 
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we we may underftand à Phariſee who is 
cleanſing himſelf, Jer. xiii. -23. and yet rebelling 
fierecly againſt the fountain that God has appointed to 
cleanſe. However, ſome of this ſtamp have been hum- 


ſhepherds” tents, Cant. i. 8. 


F cow we may underſtand, in a figurative ſenſe, a goſ- 


vet durſe ; as it is uritten, I have fed you with nil, 


Fo in 0 2 
ls 2. * 1 # * : S I : * : T3 Ws = W 4.4 7 » > 1 | = 4 ” 
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God, and decame as Ner- nd; ow _ lb 
* his fold. e 
Ard the Leopard foalt W with the hid. By _ | 


bled, and brought to ſubmit and find reſt in the dear 
Redeemer, and ly down with the Saviour s kids in the 


And the calf and the lion, &c.— By calf we may un- 
derſtand young growing Chriſtians thriving in grace, 
They ſhall grow p as as 'calves of the fall, Mal. iv. 2. 
And by liors—fierce opp#ſers by nature, but brave _ 
© goſpel-champions. when fortified and pannoplied by 
grace: in ſhort, they ſhall all herd together; and a 
little thild, or a babe in gtace, ſtall. lead them into the 
knowledge of the truth, under the Spirit's influence. 
Such were the apoſtles, who are called little children, 
and babes—Thou baft hid theſe things from the wiſe and 
os =o and haft revealed them unto babes, Mat. xi. 2 5. 

"The cow and the bear ſhall feed, & c. ver. 7. By the 


pel- nur c, 1 Theſſ. ii. 7. or a miniſter of con ſolation; 
k 43 Paul was; who fed the Lord's infants like a 


"rd not with meat, Jar. Io were not! n to bear. * 1 Cor. 


2 | 1 | Young 
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Voung Chriſtians being called growing calves, are 
ſaid to defire the Aucere milk of God's word, that 
they may grow thereby, 1 Peter ii, 2.; hence a tender 
' miniſter, holding forth the ſweet nouriſhment Fo the 

golpel, may be compared to a good COW. = 
Miniſters, becauſe of their hard labour in the gof- 
pel yoke, are ſometimes compared to aren; and in 
their character of miſer who feed with milk, why; not 
to cows alſo ? ; 

The bear ſometimes in ſcripture lignifies a 8 
ruler over the poor people, Prov. xxviii. 1 53. however, 
ſome ſuch; have been called by grace. Kings have 
been made mr/ing fathers, and. queens nurfing mothers, 
Iſa. xlix, 23, ; and their nurſeries have been brought 
to lay down PRINT and 1 in gol * reſt 
| ind quietule. 

Ad the lion ſhall cat 1 like the bulleck, ver. 7. 
I am inclinable to think this lion repreſents a finer 
whom the goſpel has left in his unregenerate ſtate un- 


humbled, becauſe he is ſet forth as feeding—not 2 2 | 


lying down—and his food is ſtraw, not the green 
paſtures of Chriſt's ſheep, Pal. xxili. 2. but feeding 
on the ſtraw, which is no better than the prodigal's ' 
huſks, which I take to be the doctrines of men. 

Adly, It may denote a Falſe teacher, who feeds 
on the apoſtacy of hypocrites, who are the refuſe of 
the Lor#s-fleor, ſtra and ſtubble being the fuel of 
an harveſt—ſo hy pocxites are the ſtraw and ſtubble 


which God's * ä beat off, Iſa. xli. 15, 
and 


1 


36 en knen, Gn le, kat in Grace. 


and 2 joe 5 generally ſcaßters, Mat. in. 12. and 
| which, the day af Wrath will conſume as draw or ſtub- 
; bk,. Mal. iv. 1. However, t the lion and his frau, the 
pe and bis duſt, are all coupled together in the 
word of God,—The lion ſhall eat Ara like "the bullock; 
und Of fic, be the ſerpent's meat, Ii. Rv. 25. 


Ge —Hiving briefly" paraphraſe down to my text, I 
will arrange "oy 5 nder dd POE 
heads: 5 
Firſt, fende the ee sener. | 
; 22 — renin cid. 
1 Icy, The ſubject of the game a Abr. 
Ataly, Phe play- ground che retten. 
e and 27h * ev peel 


4 


Firſt, Whoſe child is this, PP n api its 
hand on the bole of the @fþ H anſwer, it is God's 
child: — no child can play with 1 „ bur 
a child of God. 

The next enquiry will be, Wade es besedes ch. 
"dren of God ? I anfiver, firſt, by 2TERNAL ELEC- 

110 —And therefore we are called ne * 
tion, 1 Pet. ii. 9. #1290 « 
Adly, ere ese dess ge ' are. ſans, 
| ö G04 his "Jent forth the Spirit of vir 22 hg W 
| chu. Aba, Father, Gall av. 6. & 10 
| alp, By 8 In ITUAL REGENER ATION—God, who 
"from. 9 N r Begen 
| Holm 


us by Bis werd under the proliſſe operations of his 
Spirit Operating and : working with it.” God r hir own 
vill bexut us tvb the word f truth, James i. 18. 
Thbe word, comes to the elect, ur as lie word of 
man, 1 Theſl. ii, 15. r in zord only, but in power," 
the Ho O, und in ich afſurante,” 1) Theſſ. 1] 5. 
When this is the caſe, the word; undet che operation 
of the Spirit, becomes a ſpiritual/embryo z or, as Peter 
terms it, an ĩncorruptible ſeed. ; being born again; not 
F rorruptible ſeed, but af erage ile word of 
Gad, that lies and abides or eber; 1 Peter 1. 43. hos 
Under the quickening influences of the word and 
$pirie« the ſinher is brought to a ſpiritual ſenſe of 
his ſtate; he feels che ſeverity of the law, dhe tetrors 
of God, and the fears of death. Theſe generally en- 


dleſſod and) glorious Trinity ate joĩntly concerned in 
this work of quickening the ſinner. God gave ust 
life in Chriſt Jeſus - Chtiſt is the reſurrection and the 
life - and the Holy Ghoſt appears the Spirit of life, 
and quickens us to feel our need of the bread of, God: 
that dame downfrom heaven ;/ as you fee in the parable 
of the prodigal ſon he eried out, I periſh. with hunger, 
and yet was 3 there was enough of the 
bread of life in his father's houſe. I hus God gare 
us life in Chriſt Jeſus, and the Spirit quickens us to 
feel the need of it, and in time leads us tei feed on t. 
The word of Gad does not quicken, unleſs the 


it attend it. Some fl the rruth is uur i htecuſneſi, 
B 1 


. 


tangle the quickened ſinner more or leſs. The ever 


18 ee Gun, Tan Raben in Gar. 
and the goſpel comes to: ſome in word only; but 
when: Jeſus. ſpeaks 10 the flunsr'a hestt, the Spirit of 
God nianages the word, and life and power are felt. 
De ura that] ſprak-mnio- you are. Kat. and theyi are 


* 4 


He d d eine i er 1 vom 
1 ite, the Eilige, diele pmprepraorr 5. 
my aſfliction, thy word hath' quickened: me: yet be 
eus the, Spirit of God; as the life of that word, as 


2 . ee prager, Take nos thy boh Spirit from me. 


Under this ſpititual ſenſation the will is humbled, 
5 ol ſwegtly inclined to ohuſe the better part. Thy people 
all benvilling) inthe day f my pour. The ſoul lopgs 
for Treconerhanon with his offended God; and the 
Vvordzof God, at times gives a little eneouragement 
to faith and hope: but freſh diſcoveries: of ſin attend - 
ed with Satan's temptations encourages doubts, fears 
and unbelef. Thus the ſuul labours between feeble 
faith; and unbelief languid hope, and ſlaviſh fear. 
This is the travail of the ſoul that is quickened, and 
drawing near his delivery; as it ũs written, A woman 
Ttwhen ie it in travail bath ſonrom, becauſe her hour is 
cole e but: as ſoon as ſhe 1s delevered of the: child, foe re- 
 membereth no more the anguiſh, for joy that a man-child is 
born into the urid. And qe now therefore have forrow : 
but Iwill er you again, n trart ſtall * John 
Þ aal. 
Under this ſpiritual 1 che: ſoul is kept i in ſpi- 
3 cinta] activity : every power is in motion after God, 
dbough it has — Les imaginary" and real 
bus 8 ecvils 
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evils to. wade through, I commune with my own heart, | 
and my ſpirit made diligent ſearch, Pal. Ixxvii. 6. 

The world, with its trifles, is deteſted, and the 
one thing needful will be uppermoſt. The trouble of 
his mind crucifies him to popularity, and ſecret 
retirement beſt ſuits the frame of his heart: this 
keeps him from his old companions ; and the word 
of God becomes his hourly ſtudy and meditation, 
and a ſaving knowledge of God is the ultimate deſire 
of his ſoul, Through dgire a man baving © ſeparated 
himſelf, _—_ and intermedaleth with all Work Prov. 
xviii. 144 

At times a light ſoeetly ſhines: on |the a Mi 

e perceptibly riſes.in the mind; but when theſe 
rays are withdrawn, fear finks the ſoul again. Thus 
| light and darkneſs —hope and fear —Fuith and unbelief— 
ſtruggle together as with a woman in hard labour; as 
it is written, Lord, in trouble have they viſited thee ; they 
poured out a prayer when thy chaftening was upon them: 
Like as à woman with child, that draweth near the time of 
her delivery is in pain, and crieth out in her pangs ; ſo 


have we been in thy fight, O Lord, Iſa. xxvi. 16, 17. 


At times this labour abates—and an inſenfible . 
frame takes place ;—benumbing eaſe ſtupifies the ſoul 
and rendersit careleſs, until ſome freſh contracted guilt 
rouſes the mind; then trouble ſprings up again 
all the bearing pangs come afreſn and the ſtruggling 
is ſtronger than ever. Indeed, the awakened ſinner 


is afraid of carnal ** he is afraid of ſtopping 
L B 2 ſhort, 


20 AyiInidtent Gat for Buber in,Grace: 


ſhort, and ſo failing of tis grace. of God, Heb. xii. 15 
He would ſooner ſtruggle through the worſt of 
difficulties than be left to go back to his former courſe 
of wiekedneſs for he knows the reality of God's 


Wrath againſt fin, by what he feels, and dreads the 


thoughts of falling as a polluted finner into the hands 
of the living God. This is the labour, more or leſs, 
of thoſe that are born again, or born of the Spirit; 
and labour they do, until yzRFECT LovE, Zion's beſt 
MIDWIr E, appears, and draws the ſoul through the 
inflexible traits. of binding fear, and ſtubborn un- 
belief; He that feareth is not made perfect in love, for 
; reef love cafteth auf fear, 1 John iv. 16. When love 
has done this, the birth is clear, Por love is of God, and 
every one. that loueth is vo of Gad, and knoweth God, 
1 John iv. 7. Thus the word of God occafſions 
che conception - the Spirit of God quickens the ſoul, 
faith and hope bring to the birth, and love revealed 
gives ſtrength to bring forth. The new · born ſoul is 
like one that is juſt awaked from a dream—or fancies 
kimſelf juſt ſprung from the womb into a new world, 
as · it is written, His fle/þ ſhall be freſter than a child's ; he 
* ſhalt return to the days of his youth, Job xxxiii.' 25. 
Old things are now paſſed away with ſuch as happy 
wok and all things are become new, 2 Cor. v. 17. 
- He finds bis impenitent heart ſweetly diflolved, | 
and ſoftened to receive the law of God written by the 
Wa; ; 85 hardneſs is 1 and an heart of fleſſi 
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is * vgrecable to promiſe, . 4 new heart alſo wil A 

give you, Ezek. xvi. 26, as 
The ſpirit Ff love enflames him—the ſpirit ef truth 
* bien the ſpirit of faith perſuades him and 
writ wi application helps him in every approach to 


a 26 wi Rr 5 — , iy pat __ JE 6 ** 


ern 

The e "of t the ven- boi foul is likewile em- 
ployed' in Tweet meditation; bis views are enlarged 
LY ie "meditates, his foul i is enriched with the pro- 
miles, and eſtabliſhed by faith, in the immutability of 
the covenant this fills bis ſoul with an boly tri 
yinph—and bis tongue is employed i in expreſſing his 
raptyrous thoughts. Thy ſhall Nei with * Jongues, 
Mark xvi. 17, pe 
This new heart is the Saviour's new „ te and 
e e new ſpirit ! is the new wine ; ; new Tine muſt be put 
rnto new ' bottles, and both are preſerved, Mat. ix. 17, 
And inder ſometimes the Chriſtian, finds i it, as Elba | 


f expreſſes i it, Behold. my belly | is as wine which, hath 10 
vent; ; it is ready to burſt like new. bottles, Job xxxii. 


19. When this i is the caſe, of, the bappy ſaul, be 


ſpends. his rich 1 income in. holy converſation—or i in 
finging the praiſes of his ſweet Redeemer. And he 


Path put @ new ſong n my mouth, even _graiſe unte aur 
God, Plalm Ix, 3. In ſhort, the new-born ſoul. ſees 
with 1 new gyer—walk s in a new way, and aeg 
With a new community. 


£ © : * , 
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. treated of che birth of this child, I come 
now to ſpeak of the child-like NEE. of this little 
gamefier.. 

Firſt, He. is of fy reachable temper 1 fit 
down at thy feet; ; OT one ſhall receive of thy words, 


1 Deut. Xkxüi. 3. 


Sebondly, He is be che nod. delpicable 
inſtrument (in the eyes of man) if his conyerſation and 
counſel be evangelical, may lead im. Thus Cor- 
nelius drops on his knees to receive a divine meſſage 
from the mouth of poor Peter the fiſherman, which 
appears little better than idolatry.— But a as an a 
from heaven had ordered him to ſend for Peter, w 
have reaſon to believe he viewed him : as Goa? 
oracle ; for falyation to Cornelius and his bob 
was to be deliyered from Peter's mouth ; Peter tales 
um #p—declares himſelf 1 no more than a man—an 
directs the bended khee to God, whom Peter per- 
fonated, and whoſe ambaſſador he really was. r 


3 Thirdly, He is meek and quiet, which divine 'orna- 


ments bedeck the ſoul, and are i in the felt of God of i great 


2 Wel meet 4 75 guide in judgment—ihe meck 
HE teach his Way, falm 3 XXy. 9. 

Fourthly, be is fim ple i in his devotion, 90 fmpls 
in his deportinent; his devotion i is ſimple, he pays no 
reſpter to religious pomp and parade; external thews 
of / 'gotlinefs * are lightly eſteemed by bim. H 


ak the le af God his rule, the Son, of” God bis 
plea, 


r 4 
SHY GEL = 


Mi been FE N N 23 
pla, and Om: Te F. Sb che wärtant of bis 


faith, and the FART 8 his h ope: © Remember thy 
204 unto thy ſervant, pol ib 55 i Kat Faule me to 


” Pati Fix. 46, phi 2 2 26/90 
He 18  fimple 1 in bis de ortment be is hy 7 
tribanc <q," that t he elcems al her: bets 


Le that el, | He 
long to? rep reſent the oaks all. alt uſtre, 


and is. Sale by hen an heavy e E's pro rohibits his 
pe aring 10 inet yh eee ;he i is . mg 

by filial? ear, and is. afraid. of openi e mouth of 

fools, or e "ex : potitg, b be 5 5 0 contempt 


ming 
= 1 e 


eee 


He 3 "=! 


tae arch, as a 335 on the arm of i its 9 
nie up) and 1/balt be ſafe, Pſalm cxix. 117. 5 
SH come now to treat of the breaſt of this little 


= carter oe muſt be Jors again,” and nouriſhed | 
with divine conſolation, before we preſume 1 to invade | 


the frontiers of an 2 much. Teſs to play. a game on 

bis Ho. . 
2 is the fucking <bild Thar han play on the hole of the 
and the "weaned child; that ſhall put bis hand on ws 

Starts —_ 

"The child muſt be weaned from A. echo of 
the world from the love of fin—from confidence i in 
Wo > the 


1 
< 
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love I bim, ; _hence the wood of 785 de JET 


955 $.. ae 0 his higheſt 155 ege—and 
, coma Wi G00 the quinteſſe 175 of all Nis 
ai Th bible 1 i 8 77 | 2s ine FATHER'S 
wy 5 wel faith | he ptoy s his ſonſhip, and ji 12 0 IP 


Mp if bir ma goſpel. right and 5 "to 8 di ine 
acy—for | ge is ay ir of Promiſe, 2, ANC 2 conſequently 


5 beir 70 eyery. blet ng promiſed, 4. whi c| {all | FOE 


in this, namely, t that he is an her 0 God, as. hi is onl 
porlion, ahd a joint heir Tuith Chrift to all iotehts and 
e „Rom. vii. 17. 25817 


= on 2 


is be et effence &! herbage, ad d: s word i is 
188 Qt #4! 
| In to green ea the leflings con. 
rained i int the word are called the fincere milk of i It, 
when they are preached nd applied with e fine. 
cerity. . ' 4s pew:born orn babes, dire the foncere n milk | of the 
| war, that e may grow b thergh 5 Peter i li. 555 ; 
Ever promite that! 8 by the H oly ly Ghoſt, 
"Age? its divine e to n priſh hope 
ſtrengthen faith; and to encourage an Ny afl 
vith a reconciled God i in Chriſt Jeſus, | N tv 
[Promiſes : are Zion S breath * with Which all * 
Fant p progeny are e hourithed ; und every eſtabliſhed ſop { owl 
4 Zion is N to lend the bearing arm 8 and to hold 
0 


rh the fu e 8 fimp le foul 2 a 


fi! 22715 27 4aorni— u, 207 'P 
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danding, a rapturę to the afſections, and a fortification 
o che whole, ſoul, as the propher ſpeaks, And ulen 


1 
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berg agaig af God. And the babe in grace Will 
draw. ja the. comforts and. inſtructions as faſt as the 
tender vurſe cap bring them forth; as it is ritten; 
That r nah ck, and be ſali qed with the breafti\ of ler 
conſolation 5 that ye may. milk, out, and be delighted-10ith | 
the ahundance. of her glory, Ila, Ixyi- ty»——Levirbe 


gabſeryed⸗ E Moi 309 Got Sidmoq cmi fem 


That none butguſtficd; perſons gan feeds: babe in 


grace with wholeſome food pcatiag Hps and barren 


hearts afford. no nouriſhment; to the child f God. 
Zion muſt be juſtiſied by fai, and enjoy goſpel 
peace, herſelf before ſhe, can draw out the. goſpel 


breaſt to her offspring, As it is written, For thun 


ſaith . be; Lord, Behold I will extend peace to, hen lile a 


ner, qnd\the gu of the Gentiles, like cd flawing flicam: 
Then ſhall ye ſuct; ye ſhall bt, enn her fidesy und 
|  dandled upon ber knees; Iſaiah Axvie, x2 - don o 


Theſe divine comforts are an unQionia the under 


z ſce thit, aur feat ſhall race, aud gary bays ſhall 


 Peurifh as an herb. Iſaiah vo t4- „ alda 


I come. nowjtogdeſcribe the object of the ſbbot ein 

The object tobe ſported, with is an alp ;=-Ther 
Sucking child ſua piay on ilis hole of the A. 
The Ast, or Aſpic, is a moſt; dangerous reptile, 
very numetqus inthe great deſarts of Aravia, and in 


ea was well m in the > Land, N 
M Nan and ee asche 


They 


85 Sar robe, 


fi\/T'heyiare's kind f Arp, or air, very Tui, 
curiouſſj marked en the bick—are very Wife" ad 
ſubtle/apt to bite, unc f venoinioisthArit4s althbit 
inipolBitte to dure HH" bite. — The vihoin which ft 
conveys jth ies teeth fpfends its 60g ion 10 fut, 
chat unleſs remedy be Ipeediiy pfocnred, it 18 wt. 
| moſt impoſfible to ſtop the infection. The venotti 
of thisreature is Arendful in its operations; it has a 
| benunibing, ftupifying, and intoxicating nature; it 


7 erhhuſts the animal ſpirits—withers che frame, add 


ſpeedily'draws the ſufferer into a Rate of inffenfbility, | 
inſpmnuch as ic lulls bim into the tial fleep of death; 
by ind of lethargy—ir'cauſes's felling as it mg, 
and hav as bad an effect on the intelects, as it bar dd 
the bisod': there is ne Venothous creature" ſo fatal in 
in bite, unleſz it be the ſeorpion. RISEN YE 

So much for the History; (Fe hw ta'the 


8 2 4 d 
myſbery of the 5 5" pin entfrit s 


Tyhis aſp in the thyftety is the u who Koftet 
called a ſerpent, Iſa. XXVII. 1. aud 4 adder, Pri? 


ch. 19; * beeauſe> of bis wildom, Mat. x. 6. bis 
ſubtlety, Gen. iii. 22 bis iobed ra J0 xvi. 17355 
| his dreadful bite, Ecel. x. Tr. and the Kelli con- 
ragion: af ß that ſpresds its dresdfuf infection 
throughout both body 'and ſoult It benumbs the 
epnifcienee,* hatdlens the heart; Rupifies' the mind, and 
lulls che finner faſt aſleep in his ffn Land if grace 
prevent not, ſends him out of the world in an awful 
Jerhargy, vill in * — then he bifts up his eyes, being in 


tamen. 
| When 
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When, that old ſerpent the devil ſeduced Bus, he 
choſe the moſt ſubtle creature of the brute ereation to 
diſguiſe himſelf in; and he purſues the fame ſeheme 
now ; for he pitebes upon the ſubtileſt and wiſeſt 
men to N his intereſt in the world. Men in ec- 
 clefiaſtical or civil power of great learning; great 
parts, quick turns, and nervous reaſonings, ate gene- 
rally the devil's tools to ſpread his nets, and enſnare 

the ſouls of men. Hence it is, that God has poured 
ſo much | contempt on the wiſdom. of this mid, as to 
make their. underflanding \ fooli/kngſs, And the Saviour 
thanked. his Father for hiding the. goſpel from the _ 
and. prudent ,\ aud for revealing it unto babe. 

In, times of darkneſs Satan works men up to prac- 
tiſe all manner of debauchery, oppreſſion, and cruel- 

ty, and to deal deſtruction round them in a thouſand 
5 forts ; but when the light of the goſpel appears, 

then he ſtirs. men up to perſecute, and to ſpread his er - 
rors: by the former, he labours to ſtop the progreſs of 
the goſpel, and by the latter, to mingle lies with it; 
and generally conveys his venom by thoſe who are 
falſely. called goſpel · miniſters. Such are the Amini- 
ant, who diſcoyer the ſerpent's wiſdom, by producing 
much ſcripture, as the devil did when he. deceived! 
Eve, and. Jet perverting the plaineſt truths; they diſ- 
cover the.crooked workings: of the ſerpent by their 
ſerpentine” wriggling, firſt out of truth into error, 
then out of error into truth. Sometimes, by their 
words, you would think they were in Chriſt, and 
e ſoon 


Cn 
2 


28 An Tanorent kn? fob Babe? iy Nbg 
bon after you il perceive thei to ivo of nothing 


but fleſm and blood; hold up and confes one W 


trine at one time, bert af about agair and tear it 


Aden: DICE phe ed h Bake Hi 


All it biteth 


themercoked paths, cube ſavef poeth rem Jhall not know 
peare; Io Nx. B. At tirmes'they hold forth the blood 
ofChriſt as ſhed for all the human race, and = 
by and by xell"yos, that thoſe' waſhed / rh may 
damned; This is tlie Spitit of eror — the 


. Look nr van pon t he toins toben it ir red, ten it giveth 


CTC bb 
a ferpont;, und n geb lite an adder; Prov. 
1, 32 ——_— diſcoverthe deafneſs of the ſer- 
tg hardened sgamſt alt reproof, ruſh- 

| ce of every faithful witnef/4fid\Tpir- 


| dag rebel vonom at the brigkteſt teſtimonles. They 


art lite the deaf adder that flopperh ber ear S ehUE I 


not bearkew to the voice 'of char miers,' chafing never "fo 
wiſely; Pfal- lv 4 ĩðꝭ ON 3 
They diſcorer the Jub/lety of tha dare, by own 


cealing their ĩnwatd prineiples, until they have iuſi · 
nuated themſelves into your affections; and then they 


wilt bring them forth a little at à time; as you can 


ſwallow them down j; and leſt you ſhould fuſpect the 
devil co be in them, they eantend vehemently for 


 - gbod works and holineſs of life.” Under this maſk they 


convey the bane of Satan to your heart. This is the 


_ - ſubtlety of the devil, beguiling ſouls by falſe teachers, 


as + agate Bur I ** by * meuns, ai the den 
a 1 | | . 
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beguiled. Fve-throughhis ſubtilty, bb your ind., /hould-be: 
corrupted from the  fimplicity that is in Chrift, 2 Cori xi. 


3, 4. So much for the Aar. I:come: n | 


of his hole on which the child is to p. 

In the verſe out of which my text is cnet; you * 
read of a cockatrice den, and that the'weaned child ſhall 
put its hand on that. The cockatrice and the afp are both 
ſerpents; and there is but very little difference between 
them. Tie cockatrice den is a falſe preacher s HEART, 
and the hole of the aſp is a falſe preachers MouTE.: 

The Saviour! called the Jewiſfi tribe of falſe; teach- 


ers: ſerpents + and wipers ie ſer penis, ye generation of + 


wipers; how can ye eſcape the danmation of hell! Mat. xxiit. 
33. He called them ſerpents, becauſe-the;(old\ſers 1 
pent, the devil, was in them. Satan keeps his court 
in the heart —that is his palace, Luke xi. 21. Tue 


devil worſeth in the bearis of the diſebedient, Eph. ii. 2. 


and the unrenewed heart is the ſerpent's den. There 
it is that he works up alt his deſtructive compounds, 
and ſends: them forth in the open blaze af goſpel- 
light ;—that while ſome precious ſouls ſimply receive 
the new wine of the kingdom of God, and rejoice in - 
it, theſe inſtruments of Satan ſecretly! hold all their 
venom ;—as Moſes ſpeaks, of ſome of the Ifradlires;- 
who brought away ſome of the Egyptian gods with 
them, and ſecretly; carried on an infernal familiarity» 


with devils,: practiſing magic art. —Tr their vine is of | 


the vine of Sdom, and of the fields. of »Gomorrab a ber 
N are grapes eſ gall, their agen are butler thee: 
Wine 


775 


tan— the root of wiekedneſs bitter dufers—becauſe 


the tongue in nothing but e e 3 
| tions, and mere nonſenſe. 


ference between Popiſh principles, and the prinei. 


3 A Iimotent\Game Jom Raben in Gar. 


1. © the Ei & dragons, abt ade of 
eh 3) v3 tr ll 
t is called the wind of ries 1 


they imbitter the heart, and fill ĩt with camity againſt 
God, and his ſovereign will- Vine, becauſe it in- 
toxicates the ſou}, ſtupiſies the conſcience, blinds the 
underfianding, confuſes the judgment, and employs 


- As wine ſets people to be beg 1 
ing, wrangling, and whoreing, ſo errors ſet people a 
flaggering at the truths of God, boaſting of human me- 
rit, pruling againſt thoſe that ate orthodox, wrang- 
ling wie funple fouls—and to. committing ſpiritual 
fornication againſt the Lord. Errors lead the heart 
of the deceived to an infernal conjunction with the 
devil himſelf.—Hence 1 it is called ꝛuine of fornication. 

The mother of whoredoms, namely Popery, and 
the Arminian body, her younger ſiſter, ſo 1 call 
them and ſuch I believe in my conſcience they will 
appear in the great day; for I can ſee no more dif- 


ples of Arminianiſm, than I can between my two eyes. 
— The church of Rome is faid/to make people drunk 
with the wine of her fornication; that is, the ſpirit 

of error z—as it is written, I will. ſhero unto thee tue 
Jindgment of the great whore, with vo bom rbe kings tbe 
earti baue committed fornication, and Jhe inhabitants of | 

N | the 


e. eee wi ther of hy fr 
nicatigns Revs Xvi. 1, 2. l 
Thus the ſpirit of error is ese 
38 Milton -repreſents the 4ntoxication of Alm and 
Eu after they had taken their fill of forbidden fruit, 
they thought *« they. felt new div inity ſpringing up 
« within them, until their falſe drop conveyed. the 
bane of guilt into their conſcience, and then th ſamo 
their. naledneſ. and began, as he repreſents, t their 
<« vain conteſt that found no end. So Zaplur repre- 
ſents the ſalſe joys and airy/flights al the deceived hy- 
pocrite Ida triumph of the wicked is ſturt, and the jay 
of the hypocrite but for a moment. Though his. excellency- 
(mark that) his .cxcellency mount up to the. beavens,: and 
his head reach: utto the clouds; yet be ſhall periſh fan eur. 
AT bough wickedneſs be ſiueet in his mouth, thought he ide 
it under hos! tongue, yet his meat in hit bolt is Jurned,' it 
is the gall of asrs within hum, Job xx. 5, 6, 12, 14.— 
And as he loves ſuch. nouriſhment, God ſays he ſhall 
have no breaſt to ſuck but that. That as he fed on the 
viper's | bane, he ſhiall be deſtroyed by the viper's 
tongue I ſſiallsucx the. poiſon of As rs: ne, 
tongue: all fluy kim, Job xx. 16. | 

Hence it appears that the falle W s mouth. 
is the hole of / he aſp; and the tongue of ſuch a! de- 
ceiver conveys the very venom of the devil, with his 
doctrine, which lays concealed under his tongue; as 
it is written, They aue ſharpened their tongues lite a 
ſerpent : -adders paiſom is under their lips, Plal.. cxl, 3. 
av.) n And 


ze A anon Sn Jer Babe ru lv. 
Aud wo this vagrees the apdfile Paulin tho; 
tongues they have uſed deceit : is poi ſam 'of $828 iu 
thin ia Rm iii. 13 It is called wine of fornka- 
tiong becauſe! it iſedutes men from the voreriant' of 
grace, which isla edvenant of wedlook, aud alienated 
the affiions from/God, inflead. of antiQting/rhem to 
him, and in the end-leads fouls: into an affinity with 
the devil hinſelf ; -s it is wrirten Sureiy as! a I 
treatherouſly departeth from ber ihugband;. go. hdr yr rr 
treacherouffy-with me, O] 'of Irael, Jeri it. 200 
And pray bow: was this done ?—by pervrrſing Hitir 
uc, an "forgetting: 1heir "God, Jer. iii. a r. until God, 
n broken wih their auloriſb heart ubich departed from 
him; und with rhrir ces that went a whoring after Ibeir 
ichs Rack. wi. 9. "Falſe prophets lend to Jaſſe do- 


ttrinet; fuiſe doctrines lead to fulſe godt, and their falfe 


gd led them to Falſe detili; and de vils led them to 
bell. And ſo d is now, for if you obſoure, or caſt 
à faſſe light upon any eſſential truth, youcobſcute an 
atti ut f God that ſhines in that truth ; for Alf 
perfectioas ſhine in his word; and hente. it is that he/ 
lag magnified his word above. all his name, Pals cxxxviii. ' 
2. And by obſerving God's truths, or ſetting them 
forth in à falſe light, they have obſcured the tre- 
mendous and illuſtrious nene of py: HIGH | 
AND TERNAL'Gop.o 397, 263 4793 {009,128 
I eas prove endete bps; n ib — 1 
have beclouded chree parts out of four of the revealed - 


perſons. 16+ the, "ABMIGUTY Noprihare gone 
aA farther 


- % 


farther. in this work than they, except the Atheiſts, 


who by denying the being. of a. God, have in fac 
denied themſelves all ſenſe, reaſon, and motion, 5 
laboured.to ptove themſelresin a fate of annihilationg 
for God s exiſtence and man's exiſtence ſtand hoy 
together-—accofding to ſcripture, Fur it is in him that 

we live, move, aud have our. being, Acts xvii. 28. 
If the truths of God are obſcured, the perfections 
of God are obſcured, and God: is repreſented in a 
falſe light; and conſequentiy I am led to entertain 
falſe ideas. oi God; and to ſet up a falſe God in my 
on imagination, which will float and vary juſt as I 
do — T thoughteft that I vas altogether ſuch an one as 
thyſelf ;. bur Z2vill reprove thee, and ſet them-in order be- 
fare thine eyes: Now conſider this, ye. that forget God, leſt 
\ 1 tear u in pleces, and there be none to "—_— 
Os %% 242. 

Having treated of the child—of his reqft—of the 
4%, and of his bole—LI come now to treat of the ſport 
that may, warrantably be made of this %. and of the 
rules. of the game, which I take to be five-fold : 

Firſt, We may whip him with the ſcourge of the 
tongue. 

. 24ly, We may jocoſely:t treat him e 8 

adly, We may lay our bands amm 
ſy his power. 

- 4thly, We may top. 4 the: hole, if we can. 
Ithiy, We may ſet fire to the hole, and run away 


| d by , 


3% Amt potent Game ur Bube in Gut. 
"Firſt We may Whip this aſp with the ſcourge of 
the tongue, as the 'propher Tfaiah did—He thera 
fooliſh Paflors"and Jhepherds,: that cannot underfland:- He 
Pays no regard to their hoary beads, their venerable ap- 
ae, nor to the honour that they aſſume. He 
& over both their age and their honour without 
any reſpect to them, becauſe the word of the Lord 
was againſt them—Therefore the Lord will cut off from 

Tr atl both head and tail, branch and raſh in one day. "The 
ant ient and honourtible, be is "the head; and the prophet 

' that teacher les, Be is the tail. For the leaders of this peo- 

b cane ibem to'err ; and they that are led e 
defiroyed, — "574, > bad 
John in his Revelation honours one of Satan's pre- 
fates with the title of key-keeper, br porter of hell 
An into him was given the key of the bottomleſs pit, Rev. 
ix. 1. In the 24 verſe he tells us, that the bufineſs 

. of this prelate was to let out the ſteam of the infernal 
regions, in order to darken the Jun. and air. By the 
fin, underſtand the glorious fays bf Chriſt in his goſ- 
pel; and by the air, underſtand the fivect breezes of 
the Holy Ghoſt. When this ſmoke had blinded the 
eyes of them that believed not, 2 Cor. iv. 4. there 

; ſprung up a troop of Tocufts, empowered | fo uſe the 
ſing and venom of the ſcorpion.' Here Jolm com- 
pares falſe teachers to locuſts, a — inet; 


odious, dangerous, and ende creatures in the 
| TROP world. Aꝛud there came out of "the ſmoke locuſts up- 
2 on 


© 


4 —— 3 is. 


on the earth; and unto them-2as given power, as the ſeor- 
pions of the earth have power, Rev. ix. 3. F 
Their intention was to deſtroy or root out the word 
of God, and to deſtroy by their errors every plant of 
righteouſneſs that the Lord's right-hand had planted, Iſa. 
Ixi 3. But their power was limited Fr they were. 
commanded not io hurt the graſs, nor the trees; but only 
thoſe men that had not ne ſeal Nee. s Spirit * . | 
Rev. ix. 4. 
The dreadful flaſhes of confines thofe kde | 
that imbibed their principles are repreſented by the 
ſcorpion's ſting; but when their conſciences were 
bardened, theſe gradually wore off Dq. ſball be tor- 
mented firve months; and their torment cas as the tor- 
ment of a ſcorpion when he flriketh a man, ver. 5, The 
ſhapes of theſe locuſts were eompared unto. horſes 
prepared unto battle, becauſe of their undaunted 
courage, being hardened; againſt God through the de- 
ceitfulneſs of fin, Heb. iii, 13. and ruſhing upon their 
own n as the thoughtleſs 2 does i the 
Battle, Jer. viii. 6 
They are 23 as having 8 gold 
eee that is to ſhew. that they were authoriſed and 
protected by government; or it may denote, that 
they were all princes who reigned in their various ꝓtin- 
eipalities, under the infernal ſceptre of Satan: as it 
is written, And they had a king, over them, which is the 
angel f the botiomleſi pit, whoſe name in the. Hebrew 
a . Abadlten, (or one that deals deſtruction) bu 


C 2 in 


Sk ſpiritual wickedneſs, ſpreads his darkneſs to blind 
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in tte Greek tongue" ho hath his: name holhun, -one that 
tries to root out and d all that is good, ver. 11. 
John farther repreſgnts them as having only the 
faces of men; chat is all that they are allowed to 
have of manhood about them; all the reſt is effemi- 
nate, brutal, and deviliſh;—as'it is written, Aud they 
lu fr as the hair ef women, and rhrir leerb were as the 
teeth ge lions, ver. 8. to ſhew their buſineſs was to de- 
your ſouls under the lion of the bottomleſs pit, who is 
ind io be going about ſoeking whom he may devour, 1 Pet. v. 
ver; d. Pheir maim axmour it ſeems is an hardened 
_ conſcience, which John calls a breaſt-plate--. Ad 
they bad breaft-plates, as it were breafl:plates of iron, ver. 
9. Which Paul calls: wconfoienco ſoared with & hot iron, 
1 Pim. in 2. In ſſrore, the aſp, by the falſe pro- 
phet, deals in three things: ho ſcatters the ſparks 


men's underſlandings, and ſv leads them on in ſin to 
Bis om deftrudtive' reſidence 32s. it is written, Aud 
out of" their mounhs mouths' I teu fire, ſmoke,” nnn 
Rev. ix. 17. 

- I am no to treat of the ſecond? een of this | 
head; namely, that we may ns pe N 
phet wirh itony. ee 

This was the manner W which grave Elijat 
treated the four hundred falſe prophets of Baal. Ho 
wanted them to prove the exiſtence ofitheir. god, and 
the power of their fuith, by an anſwer to thein prayers} 
as Oy — paſs abus noob, m 
| — 


* 
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— and Jad, Gry abud.—The -prophets 
wamed more ſervour in their devotion, and a little 
more lip bon Cry uud, faith he, for e is u gud; 
either ke is talking, vr the is purſuing, ur be i in a jaur- 
ney; or-peradueature we ſleepeth, und ma be nn. 
1 Kings wii a 7. 5 
In like manner did the Savjour' OE Jewilh 
blind guides in his days, who were always'a cayel- 
ling at him, und oppoſing his miniſtry ; he ſent them 
to \ſeck friendſhip and ſhelter in mammn (the god of 
wealth) ſiguratively (the devil) the god of this worid. 
For they deſpiſed and rejected the Saviour, who came 


to reconcile God end man, and ſo to bring abo 


glorious friendſhip by his death. And as they re- 
. fuſed-reconciliation'by him, he ſends them to ſeek it 
elſewhere And 1 fay unto you, "make to yourſelves friends 
of the: mummon of uurighteouſueſs'; that ꝛuben ye fail, they 
may receive you" into everlaſting habitations, Luke xvi. 9. 
.zdly, We may:1ay our hands on the hole of this 
aſp, and defy his power. : 
Putting our hand on the cockatrice den ſignifies, 7 
that we ſhould hear a faithful witneſs againſt the 
deceitful heart of a falſe. prophet ; for all falſe doc- 
trines ſpring out of the heart. They propheſy unto you 
« lb uiſon, Jer. vir. 14.—Thoy peak « vfin of ter 
bon heart, Jer. xxiii. 10. 
The heart of a Chriſtian is 8. paluce of the Holy 
Ghoſt; but the heart of a falſe prophet is the den of 


(oy Te: The real Chriſtian has the law of 
Rs £0 | un, 


38 An Innocent Game for Babes in Grace. 
truth, and the law of kindneſs on his tongue; but the 
falſe prophet hath the poiſon of aſps under his nps: 
therefore we muſt put our hands on the den, that is, 
e muſt bear witneſs againſt them; as it is written, 
Tf there be found among you," within any of your gates 
which the Lord thy God giveth thee, man or woman that 
_ - Bath iprought wickedneſs in the fight of the Lord thy God, 
in tranſereſſing his covenant, and bath gone and ſerved 
other yods, and worſhipped them, and it be tald thee, and 
thou haft beard of it, and enquired diligently, and behold it 
be true, and the thing certain, that ſuch abomination is 
zorought in Iſrael, Then ſhalt thou bring forth that man or 
that woman, which hath committed that wicked thing, 
- wnto thy gates, even that man or woman. Tarr HANps 
e the witneſſes ſhall be firſt upon bim; and afterwards, 
"the hands of all: the people, Deut. xvii. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7. 

; Thus we are to lay our hands, and to bear our 
witneſſes againſt any ſetter up of new gods—and 
againſt any who try to eclipſe the glory of the Aucient 
of Days ; as it is written, If thy brother, the ſon of thy 
"mother, or thy ſon, or thy daughter, or the wife of thy 
boſom, or thy friend, which is as thy own ſcul, entice 
thee ſecretly, ſaying, let us go and ſerve other gods which 
"thou haſt: not known, thou, nor thy fathers, thou ſhalt not. 

' "conſent unto him, nor hearken-unto him ;. neither ſhall thine 
ge pity him; neither ſhalt thou ſpare bim; neither alt 
thou. conceal bim; thy band ſhall be fir apon: him, beauſe 
e hath fought to thruft thee away *from the Lord thy God 
bo ge thee out 15 1 1 25 50 from the houſe 


* 


— 
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of bondage, Deut. xiii. 6, 8, 10. -In ſhert, We are to 
lay our hands, and to bear our teſtimonies againſt 
this aſp wherever he appears; — whether it be in a 
prelate, or in a ann that is a8 much as we an | 
able to do. © $7 IR. 

It is not in ee Seer this 4, 0 or his 


worte; that is the work of our great Lord and 


Maſter. Nor are we to venture at the hole of tlie 
aſp in our own ſtrength, or in our own name; Satan, 
that waged war in heaven, defies all human power; 


If we remember that awful battle, we ſhall not "dare 


to engage without the grace of God; and though ye 


know that he will torment and deceive mankind when 


we have done our beſt, yet we are to lay our hands on 


him, and bear a faithful witneſs againſt him, and that 


is all ; as it is written, Lay thine hand upon him, 
remember the battle, do no more, Job xli. 8.—I come 
now to the fourth branch of this head of diſcourſe, 
which is that we may ſtop up; the 100 9 ie W it 
2 enn: 

The hole of the aſp I he 3 to be a falſe 2 
teacher's mouth — and it is from this hole that Satan 


has ſent all the errors that are now in the world 3 all 


the poor ſinners that have gone down to the grave with 


age in their hands, Iſa. xliv. 20. have been deſtroyed 


from this hole of the aſp; therefore we may war- 
rantably ſtop the hole up, if we can. When we hear 


men ſay that they are perfect and clean from all in- 


n ſin, and that there is ſuch a ſtate of per- 
et 1 flection 


wretched: merit-r-becauſe the Savique will not allow 
6 Fant, to boaſt; nd, not Even. of the fepits- of their 


60 nn 


- fection to, be hetgineq in thislife ; ve may tell them 
that they ſpeak lies, Lia, lix. 3. for if we /ay we have 
not fand, aue mals Gad a liar, i Jahn i. 10. and if we 
Jo un have no Hin, we arceive aum ſelurs, and the truth is 
not in us, 1 John i, 8. When we hear. men open 
their mouths at this rate, we muſt bring ſcripture 
proof, and ſtop up the hole, But the mauth of them that 
ent lat. foal be sro, Pſalm Iii. 11, eld 
5 When we hear preachers. ſpeaking againſt the 

jn nellen dl of Jeſus Chriſt, god contending for 
_ their own legal obedience as a ſufficient righteouſneſs 

t juſtify them hefore God; we muſt not allow it, but 
exclaim again. ſuch impious.. boaſting of their 


even his apoſties, upon whom his grace was fo. abun: 


faith, T ken he have dope all theſe things, ſap ye ww are 
| puprofilable Jſerugnts; Luke xvii, 10. From hence. we 
may conalude, that all men who boaſt of their merit, 
are under the law; and we myſt bring forth the law 
in is ſpirirya] mequings and thew its» ſpiritual de- 
mands ; 28 it is written, New toe know that uEH e 
things the lae-ſaith, it ſaith to them: who are-upder the law; 
that cum MouTH may be STOPPED, and all the at 
rennt guilyy before. God, Rom. i gon 4; 
Whenever, ox wherever. this aſp "Ir a hole, _ 
57 malt ls bat to ſtop it up: we muſt not he idle when 
the aſp is buſy ; we. ſhalt often find nen ꝙ corrupt 
FN mags ROY men, . captive July women 
F | telling 


; 
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telling them that religion lays in a'plain cap; or in 
bn narrom bonnet, and delivering lectures againſt a 
ſnuff · box, and nurſing their pride by ſetting them up 
s claſi lader: —inſtead of preaching up the ſovereign 
grace and ſpirit. of God. Chriſt calls ſuch preachers 
H catchers—they grain at a gnat, and fwallow'a camel, 
Many of thefe filly women are led away by errors 3 
Ever learning, but never nnn yo 
r 2 Tim. iii. 7. 

The main drift of falſe teachers is to bene! 
faithof young beginners, ſetting them to deſpiſe of 
thodox preachers, and the glorious doctrine of election 
and predefiination 3 and when they are hardened in 
errors, then deſpiſc and ridicule theſe revealed truths 
of God. Therefore we are commanded- i told faft 

fle faithful word as we bave been 1aught, that ce may be 

alle by ſaumd Adoctrine, both to exbort and to'convince the 
 gamſoyers « far there are many unruly and vain talkers, 
aud deegivers, eſpecially they of the circumcifion (that is, 
workmongers) WHOSE MOUTHS MUST BE STOPPED, 
who ſubyert whole houſes, tniching things whoa War 
not, Titus i. 9, 10, 11. 

It is true, the faithful fervants of God: may be- 
times ſee their flocks ſcattered and corrupted by falſe 
| teachers, and they may ſeem to thrive in theit de- 
ceivings, inſomuch as the true prophets may be 


broken · hearted under it, and amazed at it, as you 
zead in Jeremiah, chap. Axviii. Notwithſtanding this, 
1 not ſtand; nor ſnall they deſtroy 
the 
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the elect of God in the end; they may Hoteive the 
reprobate and themſelves and this is often made 
manifeſt when their errors entangle them in the 
revealed wrath of God. Luntil they break out into 
open rebellion againſt the light, and then they are 
left to ſtagger on in darkneſs, and grope like the 
blind for the wall even while the Sun of Righteouſ- 
neſs ſhines in his full ſtrength. We may be ſure of 
this, that God will ſave the poor in ſpirit from being 
deſtroyed by their mouth ; as it is written, He diſap - 
pointeth the. devices of the crafty, ſo that their hands can- 
not perform their enterpriſe.  ' He taketh the wiſe in their 
orten craftineſs, and the council of the froward is carried 
headlong.  / They meet with darkneſs in the day-time, and 
 grope in the noon-day as in the night. But he ſaveth the 
Poor fromthe ſword, from their mauth, and from the hand 
F e "mighty, fo that the poor hath hope, and iniquity 
 STOPPETH- HER MOUTH, Job v. 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. 
—T come now, as was. propoſed, to ſpeak to the laſt 

: branch of this general head of diſcourſe, namely, that 
we may ſet fire to the hole, and run ſafely ne by 

the. light of it. r 

7 Ik) be Spirit of God operates as a hint if Anbar, 
== | Tor as the ſpirit of burning in the ſouls of the elect. 
ie kindles the flame of love in the affections, and a 
holy zeal according to knowledge in the mind, and 
ſhines like a ſun- beam in the underſtanding, by his 
burning and ſhining rays. It is the Holy Ghoſt that 
| Ma minifier a flame of fire, Heb. i. 17. Nor is this 
8447 | the 


An, Imnacent Game for Babes in Grace: 43 


the bleſſed privilege of miniſters only, but of the whole 
Houſhold of faith ;' for the Spirit of God is promiſed 
to all the choſen ſeed; Iſa. lix. 22. a meaſure to each 
to proſit withal. We may hald forth God's flaming 
truth at the hole of the aſp we are not to ſpare the 
aſp, let him appear where he may if he ſuggeſt evil 
to Peter, we may ſay, Get thee behind me Satan. I 
know that an erroneous preacher, or a hearer of errors, 
are the hardeſt of any to work upon, eſpecially. when 
the: cockatrice has kept poſſeſſion of the impenitent 
heart ſo long, and bent their tongue like a bow to out 
lies, inflead of being aialiant for the truth, Jer. ix. 3. Vet 
ſome ſuch as theſe have been brought to underſtand 
and to acknowledge the truth as it is in Jeſus, They 
alſo that erred in ſprit ſhall come io underſtanding, and they 
that murmured:ſliall-learn doc rine, Iſaiah xxix. 24. * 
When God's word comes with power to the ſinnet's 
heart, it ſoon de moliſhes that cockatrice den, and if the 
ſpirit of burning operates, the aſp is ſoon burnt out of 
his hole; God's word is ſufficient to break the 
heart, and to burn out the As. 75 not my word ike as 
a fre! ſaith the Lord; and like a hammer that breaketh 
the rock in pieces] Jer, xxiii. 29. I have been an eʒxe 
and am ear witneſs to ſeyeral ſouls who formerly al- 


| lowed the aſp to carry. on his buſineſs in their mouths, 


who have been brought after all to eonfeſs the real 
truth, and exult in it, under the ſweet influences of 
ſovereign grace. Oh, it is ſweet to ſee the aſp burnt 
* of his hole by the glarious flame of eleQing and 


everlaſting 


hb das — 


And to embrace ſovereign grace, and be thankful for 


und burn in the love of it, I we. . aten 
* thellipht"of it; Wai Nb as do N87 


2d while under legal convictions, he 2toffed about 
© | well adapted (Perfection exceptech) Ttoipteale "thoſe 
tthat are working for life, as any ſcheme that ever 
tze devil invented. But of this we may be uſſuted, 

nor ſhall the ſmoke of Satan ever e xringuiſhꝭ therñire 
doctrines of men, the maintainers of them, and: the 


Vurirten— For the-houſe of Ifratl and the houſe f Fudak 
_ have dealt gery treacherouſly againſt me, ſaith the Loru. 
ue laue beſied the Lord, and ſaid is is t he neither 

full eil rome up us. Aud © the prophets + ſhall | become 
I wind and the word is not in them; thus ſhall it be ir 


Breauſe ye pra this word, behold, I will nabe ny word 


iown untl bleſs the labours of bis faithful ſervants, 
Sven to do this. I have knotyn ſeveral vrry ſtiff 
mtvocites for free · will and other /popiſh' trumpery 
und whb have cavilled againſt election and im- 
putedd righteduſneſs vehemently—ʒHyho have bern 
brought off from free. will by a ſtorm from ginui 


fit. And when I have ſeen them ſhine in the truth, 


The elect of God may, bei tt debe os 


with various errors; and the Arminian fcheme is as 


that the Elect of God ſhall never he finalby d tcetved, 


of truth The word of God ſhall deſtroy all the 


adherents to them, if grace prevent not; as it is 


unto them. "Wherefore thus ſaith the Lord God of hofft, 


mn 
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i ty mu nE, and this : people pod, a it" ſhail\ 
DEVOUR THEM, Jer. v. 11, 12, 13, 14. We ar 
commanded to contend earheſtly for the faith that 
was once delivered to the ſaiuts; andi if we do! this, 
we muſt contend for the glory of the Nn BLESSED) | 
raINTTT for the glory of all the revealed perfee 
tions oi the godhead, that their glory may not ba 
eclipſed; e muſt contend for every eſſential truth, 
of the bible, and for the Spirit's work on the ſouls 
of God's.cle&; This is the duty of every Chriſtian 
and if any of our oppoſers be of the ahoſen ſeed of 
Iſrael, God will in his own time bring them out 
but if they are of. the houſe of Eſau, the goſpel will 
be a /avour of death unto death to them, and in the end 
conſume them; as it is written, Aud therhouſe of Ja- 
cob. ſhull be a fire, and the houſe of Joſeph a flame, and ib 
houſe of Kſas for flubble, and they ſhall kindle in thens a 
devour them'; and there: ſhall: not he any. remaining of. the. 
bouſe-of Eſau; for the: Lord hath ſpoken'it, Obad. 184 
There are many deluded ſouls who fight deſperately; x 
againſt» the truth, who have got the! fire af Gods 
wrath within them; and conſcience fights as much 
againſt them as they fight againſt the truths of God. 
It is the duty of every Chriſtian to oontend for the 
truth; and we ſlrall: be ſure to ſet: fire to the holt one 
way or other; for if the ſite of eternal love never pu- 


ties them, the flames of wrath will furely torment 


| en » ic bor A Wade e, inen; 
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Tue ſucking child Jhill- play on tbe bole dene 
When we find that there is no ſigus of reclaiming 
theſe enemies of truth, they being hardened againſt 
all reproof, we may turn the tables againſt them 

' He that being often reproved bardenetmb his neck, ſhall ſud- 
denly' be defiroyed, and that without remedy; Prov. xxix. 
1. By turning the tables againſt then I mean, that 
while they are raging againſt the decrees of God, we 
may prove to their faces that they are at the ſame 
time fulfilling of them; yea, while ſuch are kicking, 
againſt election and predeſtination, they are all the 
While a fulfilling the fore · appointments of God ;— 
2s it ts written, To zum coming as unto a liuing fone, 
Sifallowed inuted of men, but choſen of God and precious.— 
Wherefore alſo it is contained in the ſeripture,. Behold, F 
in Sion” à chief corner ſtone, elect, precious; and he 
that believeth on him ſhall not be confounded. Unto you 
therefore tohich believe, he is precious : but unto them which 
be difobedient, the ſtone which the builders diſallowed, the 
| ſame is made the head of the corner, and a ſtone of ſtum- 


bi, and a nock or OFFENCE, even to them which 


fumbi ul the wok p, being 'DISOBEDIENT : whereunts 
Ali ſo tbey were POI X TED. AO are. ae, . 
1 1 Pet. ii. 4, 6, 7, 8, 99 1 196 ” 
But to whom is Chriſt a Namblingsſtoncit—e1 ar git; 
to meiit-mongers. » They want to climb to heaven 
11 WD being brought in debtors o grace. Jeſus 
| | Chriſt 
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Chriſt refiſteth them, agreeable to his wow De Lira 5 
refiſteth' the proud, 1 Pet. v. 5. 4 
Jeſus Chriſt will allow a preacher to be a 1 wed 
together with himſelf, in diſpenſing the word of his 
grace, becauſe the feet of the preacher carries the 
meſſage, and the preacher's tongue delivers it—J/e 
then are workers together with him, 2 Cor. vi. 1. But 
the Arminian wants to be a copartner with him in' 
the work of juſtification—God ſays, No—Jeſus' ſhall 
magnify the law, and make it honcurable, Iſa. xlii. 21. 
Aid by his knowledge ſhall my righteous ſervant Juſtify na- 
1, Ifa. lin. 11. The Arminian wants to be a co- 
worker with the Holy Ghoſt in the work of ſanctiſi- 
cation—the Lord of Hoſts ſays, No Not by might, 
nor by power, but by my Spirit, Tech. iv. 6. The Ar- 
minian wants ſome ground to boaſt on, and to have 
the honour of capeing the building with fine 
perfeion—the Lord God and Father of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt ſays, No—He ſhall bring forth the head- 
ſtone with ſhdutings—and ſinners ſhall cry, Grace, grace, 
(not works) unto it, Tech. iv. 7. In ſhort, they will 
not enter by the door, and he will not let them climb up 
amy other way. They want to help him out in his 
work, that they may ſhare in his glory—and he 
deems them 7hieves and robbers ; and ſays, He will not 
give bis glory to'another. This is the dreadful diſpute 
that is going on between the Lord and them. > 
Thus Chriſt is an impediment in their way; they 
cannot ſubmit to him, and he wal not bow to them. 
** His 


4a * San for. Babi in Groth, 


His ſorercignty is an impediment in the way, of 
free - will; particular redemption lays: in the way of 
natural affections; his imputed righteoufbeſs is an 
impediment in the way of human merit; and free 
grace is an impediment in the way of pride, becauſe 
it cuts off boaſting... Thus the Saviour becomes 2 
Rumbling-Rone, inſtead of a foundation, 1 Cor. ifi. 
1 angt argck of offence, inſtead of a ions of help, 
* Sams vii. 12. He is called. a nook of offence be- 
aue of bis ability, it being impoſſible for- thoſe 
F. llended. at him ever ta move. kim. Thus Chriſt is 
2 4 cock in the way of, ſelftrigkteous ones ; cavilling 
* him, as an impediment in their way, is called 
Handling 3 and being offended at him, is like ſeeking 
tegengę of a rock that hasthrown.ugdown, by kicking 
at it at which labour we are ſure to wound aurichves, 
hut never moxe or hurt the rock. But you wilt ſay, 
zs; it not ſtrange that people ſhould. oppoſe the glnci- 
an trunhs of God that ſhine like a fan throughout 
the. facredoracles 2-+Novt at all: they fight againſt 
 ſonereign love, becauſg they know it never was ſhed = 
abroad in theit hearts by the Holy Ghyſt 3. therefore they 
preach up an univerſal, love; that as they have no 
+ an; ingereſt; in the amet, ider hen in- 


their on, 80, if A re had ever 
been applied to them, they would have boaſted. of 
it, a8 all poor ſaved ſinners have done ho were 


hong, in it; butt bey are e to the erjoy- 
ment 


* 
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bum of this rote, they hald faſt their own ub ſo, 
if the aronement of Chrift had ever been applied to 
their -conſcjences, they wonld' contend for' the re: 
demprion of Chriſts Hierp only, as all the faithful 
miniſters of Chrift have done; but 4s conſeience tells 
them this never was their happy caſe, they preach up 
univerſal redemption, or elſe they would exclude 
themſelves. ' Hence it is, they. ſtrengthen one ano- 
ther's hands wirh their lies, and ſo keep matters to- 
pether as well as they can t for ãf they give up their 
enttempered mortar;: and conſcience ſtands- to it, that 
they never have mixed tea faith with the truth, Heb. 
àv. 2. they would throw down: their own all. ; How 
ever, God has promiſed to throw it down, l 
T drcompliffi-my wrath upon tbe iat; and upen them that 
dude daubediit wir unremprred mortar': and iyill ſay. un- 
| to you the wall is no more, neither they that: en Eaek. 
Mili. 1. 037 11409 Uant brow b Not al 
Let them turn which way hey will, ea fulfil 
thoſe very dcrees that they fight againſt. Are ſome 
offended at the ſovereignty uf Chriſt, and at bis-cle&t? 
ond do they teach other to be offended: at them? 
they fylfil the decree— mit needs he that: aſfencas 
enn ; but woe be to that inan by whom the offence cometh, 
Matth. xviii. 7. Do they ſtumble and Fall? they ful- 
fi the deeree Aud many, among them ſhall flumble and 
fall, aui be:-broken, and be ſnared, and be talen, Iſa. 
viii. 14, 15. Do they make ſport of the truth, and 
— with the grace of God to their on condem- 
| D nation ? 


nation d they fulſil the docree Fr there are certain 
ien crept; in unawares, who were before of old ordained to 
this condemnation, Jude, ver. 4. Do they rage and 
orm as ſbon as they hear a preacher advance the 
truth ꝰ they fulfil the deeree Num the time that it 
cer b forth, it ſhall ale you 2 for morning by morning ſha 
it paß ober by day and by night > and it ſhall be a vexa- 
mon ottlyto'underſtand the report, Iſa. xxviii. 19. Do 
they plunge farther and farther into errors, not with · 
the decreo—But evil men and ſeducers ſhall wax worſ,, 
deceiving and being deceived, 2 Tim. iii. 13. And when 
bey cry out, I will never believe ſuch doctrines, 
they fulfil the decree—Behold, ye defpiſers, and wonder, = 
and "periſh's for I work a wort in your days, a work 
which ye SHALL in no wiſe believe, — 
il unto you, Acts xiii. 414. | 
In ſhort, God's word ſhall be fulfilled even by the 
wieked as well as by the juſt—I/rac! muſt abide in 
"Egypt till the iniquity of the  Ammorites was full, 
Gen. xv. 16. Chriſt ſent apoſtles and wiſe men to 
be perſecuted: by the wicked, that they might fill up 
the meaſure of their fathers, Matth. xxiii. 32, 33, 
34, 25: And if men receive not the truth in the 
love of it, God has promiſed to end ſtrong deluſions, 
"that they $1 ALL believe a lie, 2 Theſſ. ii. 11. If men 
turn to wicked ways, the Lord SHALL lead them forth 
[apith rhe workers of iniquity, Pſal. cxxv. 5, And if a 
man fall by his lies a victim to wrath, it is the portion 
alten a | of 
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of a wicked man from God, and the beritage appointed un- 
to him by God, Job xx. 19. And if hell is the eternal 
habitatian of the deceiver, it was antiently built; for 
Tophet is ordained of old ; yea, for the king it is prepared, 
as well as for the ſubject, Ia. xxx. 33. 

Men may contradict the decrees of God, and fight 

againſt them ; but they ſhall never overthrow them, 
nor run from them. The deſtiny of the finner as 
well as the ſaint is fixed—Tophet is ordained of old, 
as well as Mount Zion. God made all things for his 
own glory, and God's end will be anſwered whether 
men are ſaved or loſt He made all things for himſelf, 
yea, even the wicked for the day of evil, Prov. xvi. 4 | 
There is therefore a decreed yengeance for the wick- 
ed, as well as a decreed prada the righteous : and, 
I believe, God's fixed gulphs, and firm decrees, will 
never be moved, neither by men nor devils—He 
qorketh all things after the counſel of his oꝛun will, there- 
fore his wiL Ls and SHALLs muſt abide for ever. 

] add no more. 


THE END. 
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